CAMARET BAY
consider further attacks on the French coast sending the result of
the council of war to be laid before Her Majesty for her further
pleasure.1
That the orders for the attack upon Brest were discretionary
and depended upon the decisions of a council of senior
officers in view of what they found on the spot, and that the
English Government knew that the enemy had had ample
warning, are all proved by William's intimate correspondence
with the Duke of Shrewsbury, his principal Secretary of
State. " I own to you/3 wrote the King from Flanders on
June 18/28,
that I did not suppose they would have made the attempt without
having well reconnoitred the situation of the enemy to receive
them ; since they [the enemy] were well apprised of our intended
attack, and made active preparations for defence ; for what was
practicable two months ago, was no longer so at present.2
And on June 21/July i :
I am affected with the loss of poor Tollemache, for although I
do not approve of his conduct, yet I am of opinion that his too
ardent zeal to distinguish himself, induced him to attempt what
was impracticable.
To the first of these letters Shrewsbury replied on June 22 :
I never was so entirely satisfied with the design upon Brest as
to be much surprised at its miscarrying, especially since the
enemy had so much warning to prepare for their defence. But
I always concluded it was not to be attempted in case their pre-
parations had made it so impracticable as it is related now to
appear to those who viewed it from the ships, but that they had
full power to try what could be done on any other part of the
coast they should find more feasible.
Shrewsbury then refers to Marlborough in terms which
appear honourable and straightforward.
Writing upon this subject it is impossible to forget what has
here become a very general discourse, the probability and con-
veniency of Your Majesty receiving my lord Marlborough into
1  S.P. (Dom.\ Admiralty Entry Book.   For further details of the expedition, see
Finch Papers, HM.C., ii, and House of Lords Papers, 1694-95, H.M.C., pp. 484 seq.
2  Coxe, Shrewsbury Correspondente, pp. 44-47.
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